THE  SUN  AND  THE SERPENT

a human body ; and it is even provided with a
winding-sheet.1

Amongst the Dravidians, the Naga demi-gods
are usually worshipped in Kavus or groves,
which, like the sacred groves near so many Panjab
villages, are left untouched by axe or spade.2

One of these Kavus occupies the south-west
corner of the enclosure round each Nair house.
Sometimes these groves are very extensive, and
many of the temples are richly endowed. One
of the most famous temples in Travancore is that
of the Naga raja at Nagarcoil.3

A NagaKavu, near Travancore, is the property
of a family whose ancestors, according to ancient
tradition, were amongst the Nagas spared when
the Khandava forest, in the Panjab, was burned
by the confederate tribes led by Krishna and
Arjuna.4

Every male member of this family bears the
name of Vasuki/ the raja of Patala and the
deified hero of the Naga people of northern India.

The members of this household are priests of
the temple, and in the solemn procession, which

1 Sri Kanteliar, Ind. Ant., July, 1892 ; Panjab N. and Q.,
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a Travancore Census Report, 1894, 354.

3 Ib. 359-

* Mahabharata, Adi, Khandava-daha, p. ccxxix.

B Travancore Census Report, 1891, 355-
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